.‘Come on Ade she sald When I refused to.-

Why don t we go together and we could go "

:_to the doctor’s afterwards?” T asked.

Mum dldn L say anythmg She’ Just started' o

; Pmnﬁﬂ breaths, and in that tiny moment I'. -

uld: tell: that she was blamlng me for makmg
her breathe like that because I'd asked her to go
thh_ me. I snatched the hst from her hand and_'_'; SRR,




" an out of the flat and went down in the lift and

- -across the road to get the food. It was only when o
- " I’d gotten all the way to the shop that I realized .
* . T'd forgotten to bring any money with me.. 1"
‘TI'm sorry, Ade,” Mum said as soon as I came_ s
" back in. She was still standing in exactly the same
- position as when I'd left; as if she’d been frozen.
the whole time I was away ‘I know this can t be

fun for you.’

o Ididn’t say anythmg but _]ust reached up to
e "the jam jar where we kept our money and took :
" out a five-pound note " that had been’ folded . .
e 'tlghtly in half agam and agam unt11 it was only a. "
"'."_f-httlesquare
1 couldn’t look Mum in the eye 1 felt like
o I d failed her and it was an unbearable feehng,_"'.
' a pressure that had settled over: rny chest and-'-
"-Wouldntletup o A
- ‘Let's go together It's a good ldea she sald e
' Llooked up at her sharply. She looked like 3
FeS she mlght start crying but she was also noddmg a -

Tlittle; as if to say, Yes, yes, I can’do this:

. ‘Are you sure, Mum?’ I couldn’ t beheve it. I'-'

E 3 felt too glad even to smile,

P - Mum gave me another of her funny nods
. She stood up a little unsteadily and, holding my

Cw

and she walked towards the front door. : _.
- Every step was an effort and I was ‘reminded

of the way a snail moves, those tiny movements. =~ . "
ropelling it forward bit by bit. I felt so happy as P

e took those few shuffling steps past our front
door but also daunted by the task that lay ahcad. .
e shops and the doctor’s surgery seerned very.

far away. It was as if we had just begun to climb a" S :
ouritain and we couldn’t seé the top because it
‘was sirrounded by thick, white clouds. IR
:._-'_We’d made it-as far as: the lifts- When she'.'_- SR
started doing the funny breathmg again. Her "

' and tlghtened around mine and I tried to give .

her a reassuring squeeze back but T'don’t thmk__' b
_she felt it, she was holding on so tzghtly

--:‘Icantdou Ade. Pmisorry, I can’t.”

. Asshe turned back to our flat, her eyes met' L
mine for the briefest moment, and again they
jseemed to say, Dont make mie’ do. thzs thzs is hm't~' o
mgme___. ' :
: -And just like that I was standmg on my own:f -
-jthe corridor with the sound of our front door- = IR [

amming, echoing in the emptlness
1 did the shopping and I almost made it _:_

;home without. crying, apart from when. the . RIS
:woman in: the shop put a 10111pop in. my bag ot




o aiong W1th the bread and mllk and sald Looks_-

hke you need orne, love.’ U

- “Thank you,” I said. IR

_ - You're weélcome;. honey, she sazd and I

_ 'shocked myself when my eyes filled with tears:

RS & quickly ran: out, leaving' the wholé five-
' 'pound note on' the counter without waiting for

. my change just so I Woufdn t have to talk to- the

klnd woran any more.’ S B

7 T'walked’ past the old pub that had faIlen.

down: It was a pile of bricks but I could j Just about -

" make out the sign that was sticking- out of the

bricks. It hiad a picture of a'man’s face on it. I’'d’
“forgotten that had even happened I had been 503 '

_ worned about Mum, " * Hi
o When I finally got home Murs v was- back m"
- bed. I'didn’t go in'to check on her, I wanted to
 believe that she was sleepmg, not lying awake i in :
'-'the dark Waltmg for the mormng to come '




